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Why civilians are in control of military services

By Jim Garamons:
Amerean Forces Press Semvice

WASHINGTON (AFPN) - Civilian control of the
military i3 50 ingrained i America that we hardly give it
a second thowght Most Americans do not realize how
apecial this relationship is and how it las contributed to
the country.

The framers of the TLS, Constituton worked to ensore
the military would be under civilian control. They did not
winl to emlate the Buropean experience. The colonies
hind just fought a war for freedom from Britain, The king
contralled the British military, and the framers had oo
inberast in duplicating that svatem.

When they wirote the Constitution they separated the
responsibilities For the military, placing the sesponsibili-
ties lormly incivilian hands,

Article 1L Section 8 of the Constitution stabes that
Congress shall lave the power "o raise and suppaort
Armues” and “to provide and maintain a Mavy." lnaddi-
tiom, Conaress must provide For the state malitias when
they are called to federal service.

Article [1 Section 2 states, “The President shall be the
Commander in Chiel of the Army and Mavy of the United
States, and of the Militia of the several States when called

it the actual Service of the United States™

Congreas has the power to declare war and o make
thee rules for govemning the military.

Ao the framers spread responsihilities for the militan
arousd, The president and Congress had 1o work togeihe:
b wse the malidars.

In the carly dava of the republic, befose the concept of
civilian control of the military sank a0, some militany offi-
cers actively plotted against the government.

Cren James Wilkinson was the senior military
officer from June 13, LROD, 1o Jan. 27, 1812, He
fought in the Revolutionary War and owifitted the
Continental Aoy, He was forced to pesign rathes
than answer charges he embezzled funds, Afies s
the revolution e allied himsell with Aaron Buore asd
swend back om active duty,

Cien Wilkinson bocame a key ligure in the plan to
induce what was then the “seuthwest United States™ w
form o separate natken allied to Spain. He took ain catly of
allegianc: 10 Spain, spied for his mew, socrot patron and
recedved an annual Spanish pension of 34,000, He was the
governor of the Louisiama Territory from 1803 40 1806,

When his mvalvement with Vice President Bun
became common knowledge, Wilkinaon tumed mformand,
telling President Jefferson that Bure was plotting 1o dis-
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upit the rioa. He was the chief prosecution witness
against Burr and narrowly escaped indictiment himsel

He continued as the ranking officer in the Aoy
through [#12, when his incompetence and schoming were
fusally recognized, and he was relieved. An official
ingquiry left him wniowched. He spent his remmaiming vears
inn Mestico reseiving the Spanish stipend.

With the growth of political panties, an officer’s

‘4 prolitical allegiance became tnportant. Presiden

Jahn Adams .1|1|1::-i:11|.w_1 Federalist afficers o the mil-
iary. A lelTerson's privabe seeretary, Army Capt
'1' Meriwether Lewis examined the “Republican™

K *}-_ {later Democratic) credentiala of his fellow Army
o0 officers.

This peinborced the belief in the LS. military that
olficers should not panticipate in politics, They should
Follow the orders of the president and the wishes of the
Congress o maiter who was in power.

Thee 115, Military Acadery at West Point, MUY, did
mvuch o promulgate this idea. Stll, even as more West
Poanters joined the Anny, some officers plaved politics.

P the war with Bexiee from 134G o TR, news-
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We should know
the medical rules

By Cal Bovee Hurley 11
Cinel, AFSHC Aizsion Teams

[t was Christmas Doy lest vear ond our family was skimg at a
resort m Colorado, [t was o wonderful fomly suting m a perfect set-
Then my 21 =year=ald som fell on the slope, hit o tree and our
Family’s life turned upesde down

My son had o head ingury that required bram surgery ond o
menth’s hospatol stay
read until that day

[t's o hoppy ending but it could hove been a personal finenenl dis-
aster o= well o= o medieal ordeal,

That'z when my sther family come m o help

He 1= expected to fully recover bt it's o long

iy Aar Foree Lami-

Wi toke this fam-
Iv for granted ond
become used o the
benefits we receive
paycheeks, 30 dovs
of lenve a veor and
mesdien] benefits
just assumee that the Aar Force fomaly will be there as a sofety net in
cuse anything goes wrong inour lives,
workimg with our medical and personnel people after the acosdent, we
Fonamed ot there are rules with TEICARE that, of ignored, could prove
dispstrows for a fomily in o similar situation

For example, TREICARE chgbility rules are especinlly enitigal for
everyvons with o ¢hild of college age to understand. Thd you know that
dependents must b2 full-ume eollege stdents the semester belome their
21t tarthday to remmn ehgible for medical coverage? Bany depend-
cnts work while in eollege and may not e awane there are a minimm
number of college howrs requised 1o stay eligible in the Abr Force med-
ical svsbem, Also, once o dependent tums 21 his military 113 cand
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“l hope that no one has
first-hand knowledge of
a medical disaster ..."”
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(bt s what [ ded, However,

| ki rﬁl.lr||.|||1_|:|: all the rubes 15 essentual if the svstem will work for oL

[m our eose, our prayers were answered ond evervihing worked oud,
both medically and financially
it could have been otherwise if the requirements were naod followed
and understood.

[ hope o one has Grst-hand knewledge of o medical disasier m
vour family like we did in the Burley family.
dao to prepare for o medical siergency b2 o pever take vour benefis
for gramted, Understand the rules
cian ensure that the Aar Force Gamaly takes care of its own
Took care ol s

But we immediately saw how easily

The one thing you can

I'hen with snrlE:-'lL EH’\.L.!IJII-:HI"'C VoML
Thev sure



